
 
 
 

                                                               

 

From the East 
 

 
Over the past few years Amity 
has had the good fortune of 
raising several new members in 

our fraternity. In 2009 we raised 7 new brothers & in 2010 
we raised another 5. So far in 2011 we have raised 1 so far 
and have 5 candidates at various degrees.  The majority of 
these are relatively young men (mid thirties and younger) 
and they are full of enthusiasm. This is really great for the 
future of Amity.  However now that the lodge is beginning to 
grow we realize that we are in need of members that can 
learn ritual so that we will be able to conduct our own 
degrees and not have to rely so much on outside help. If 
anyone is interested please contact either Brother Pete 
Santoro or me and we will happy to set up time with our 
lodge instructor or attend the district classes with you. 
 
 
On March 16th Amity lost Brother Norman Regitz Sr.  
Brother Regitz was a long time member of Amity who served 
as the lodge Treasurer for many years. For some of the 
newer brethren who did have opportunity to meet brother 
Regitz, all that I can say is that I am sorry you didn't.  He 
was a good man and a good mason. He always had a smile 
on his face and made you feel that he was glad to see you. 
He was both a gentleman and a very kind man. He will truly 
be missed. Please remember his wife Suzie in your thoughts 
and prayers.   

  

Fraternally, 
 

 

Richard Reitz 

Worshipful Master, Amity Masonic Lodge 
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From the South… 
 

On March 19 

Worshipful Master Rich 

Rietz, Senior Warden 

Jim McCulloch and 

myself along with our 

candidate Derrick 

Warnicke attended the 

Grand Masters Class 

held at Riverside Lodge Riverside, ll.  There 

were 71 total candidates who were raised to 

the Sublime Degree of Master Mason.  

Welcome to all especially Brother Derrick.  

The class got started about 9 am preceded 

by Continental breakfast.  We broke for 

lunch which consisted of fried chicken, 

Italian beef, coleslaw, potato salad, jello 

salad, beverages and dessert. We finished 

up about 2:30 and got back to the Lodge 

about 3::30.  The Degrees were performed 

very well as there were many Grand Officers 

performing them.  It was impressive and 

educational not only to our new Brothers but 

also to those of us who were spectators.  I 

know I learned a few things that will help 

improve my Masonic duties. 

 

I am also VERY proud to announce, that on 

March 22, my son's Marine unit rescued the 

2 F-15 pilots that were forced to bailout over 

Libya.  He is aboard the USS Kearsarge and 

an air frame mechanic working on V-22 

Osprey.  He has also participated in relief 

efforts to flood victims in Pakistan where he 

flew into isolated places to deliver food and 

water sometimes landing other times tossing 

supplies off while in the air.  

 

 

God bless them all and bring them home 
soon! 

 

W. Brother Pete Santoro 
Past Master & Lodge Ambassador, 

Amity Lodge 
 

 From the Right Hand of the 
WM, in the East… 
 

On Tuesday February 22nd, 
I was conducting my martial 
arts class at Amity# 472.  
About halfway through the 
class, which was the last 
class before I departed for 
Japan, a stranger, who I 
later found to be a brother, 

ascended the stairs to the lodge.  He 
apologized, said he saw the light on and 
thought there would be masons up here.  I 
introduced myself as the senior deacon and 
asked how I could help him.  He introduced 
himself and offered a token.  Since I have yet to 
have had cause to "test" a potential brother, I 
used this and asked "what is this?"  As the 
expected responses were returned, I said how 
can I help you brother?  Like many, myself 
included, the economy has him living paycheck 
to paycheck and the holiday delayed the 
availability of a deposited check.  He was 
commuting from the job site, with another hour 
to go, was running on fumes and couldn't 
access the money from the deposit.  He said e 
was embarrassed to ask, but was seeking to 
borrow ten dollars for a couple of days.  I told 
the brother I only had twenty dollar bill, that he 
was welcome to it and that there was no rush to 
repay it as I was leaving the country in 36 
hours.  He took the money and my address, 
thanked me and I resumed teaching.  I was not 
sure if I would ever see the money or the 
brother again and forgot to get his name as my 
mind was on the class. 
 
Upon arriving home from work the following 
day, my father said a man was at the door at 
9:13 am with twenty dollars and simply said 
Kevin lent me some money and I wanted to 
repay it.  Please thank him again for me. 
 
As brother secretary would say, "it's all about 
what it's all about!". Being serviceable to our 
fellow creatures and coming to the aid of 
brothers in need, even if it is only in the amount 
of twenty dollars.  I don't know who benefited 
more from the experience and only wish I knew 
how to contact the brother to thank him. See 
you then! 
 

Brother Kevin Clarke 
Senior Deacon, Amity Lodge 

 

 

  



 

    

 

                        

 

 

 

Mason Mess Hall Food Call… 
 

Hey, in a pinch for a quick dinner that’s 

affordable and healthy – especially with the 

way food prices are these days?  Try this 

simple meal: 

 

Traditional Meatballs (serves 5) 

 

1. In a bowl, add chopped parsley, 

chopped small diced onion (1/2), small 

diced green pepper (1/2), small diced 

garlic – or substitute garlic powder, salt 

& pepper to taste, 1lb ground pork, 1lb 

ground beef, Italian season blend or just 

oregano.  Mix all together. 

 

2. In an oven proof dish, form balls about 

the size of your palm or a little bigger 

than an ice cream scoop and set in a 

dish, next to each other. 

 

3. Place meatballs under the broiler to 

render the fat and brown the meat. 

 

4. When meatballs are well browned, add 

your favorite marinara sauce over the 

top and finish baking at 300°F in the 

oven until the sauce reduces by about 

1/4.  You will see this when the sauce 

sticks to the top of the meatballs. 

 

5. Serve with pasta and mozzarella cheese 

or make a meatball sub on a hoagie roll 

with garlic bread! 
 

Side note: Want to be fancy and have zero 
waste? 
 

1. Small dice the rest of the onion and 
small dice the rest of the green pepper 
and mix them with salt, pepper, Italian 
blend and oil in a bowl. 

 

2. Spoon the mixture over thin slices of 
Italian bread and put them on a cookie 
sheet under the broiler for about 7 
minutes and... 

 

  

¡Viola! You now have vegetable crostini to 
serve with your pasta and meatballs!  Good 
luck and I hope you enjoy it! 

 
Brother Justin Sorci  

Amity Lodge 
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