
 
 
 

                                                               

 

From the East 
 

Amity had its Annual Meeting 
Dec. 1st, and elected new officers 
for next year.  It promises to be a 
good year with plenty of work for the 

Lodge.  There are new Brothers in the pipeline that need to be 
moved on. 
 

This year has been very good to me personally as Master.  I really 
don't know who to thank first.  The support I have received was 
way beyond what I expected and helped me tremendously. I 
couldn't have done it without all of my Officers and members of the 
Lodge. We are seeing more and more brothers at meetings and 
Amity Lodge has not only served our District well but has been 
active in the community.  Our members are very active and are 
an important part of other Masonic Bodies.  We are becoming 
known to all in our area.  Thanks again to the officers and brothers 
of Amity who go out of their way to support Masonry and Amity in 
particular. 
 

Our Christmas Party was a success despite the fact we had no 

heat.  I have to say though it did feel more like Christmas.  Santa 

and his Elf entertained the children as well as the adults.  They 

were a sight to behold.  The children all received very nice gifts 

and plenty of candy to last them for a while.  Even though it was 

cold in Lodge that didn't stop me or many others from the ice 

cream.  We put a real good dent in the container. 
 

Once again thank each and every one of you for supporting me 

this year. Without a doubt my year as Worshipful Master has been 

an honor and privilege, and one of the highlights of my life.  This is 

something I will always remember and treasure.  

  

Fraternally, 

 

Pete Santoro 

Worshipful Master, Amity Masonic Lodge 
 

 

 

 

Officers  
 

Worshipful Master:  Peter Santoro  

Senior Warden: John MacNerland 

Junior Warden: James McCulloch 

Treasurer: Paul Woodward 

Secretary: Robert Meyer 

Senior Deacon: Jonathan Voigt 

Junior Deacon: Kevin Clarke 

Senior Steward: Larry Bowman 

Junior Steward: Brian Franse 

Marshall: Ralph Perry 

Chaplin: Richard Reitz 

Tyler: Ernest Reitz  

 

Amity Lodge #472 AF&AM 
181 W. Washington St. 
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Santa with Jr. Warden Jim McCulloch 
 
 

 

From the South 
 

Just a few words on the year 
past… I think we did really well 
with the fact that we raised five 
(5) new Master Masons this year.  
We also look to have a nice start 
on next year with a couple of new 
applications for January.  We 
also have some Fellow Craft 
degrees coming soon to add to 
the excitement. 

 
Also, for those that were not in attendance, 
we had a very nice Christmas party.  Even 
though we were all pretty cold the entire 
morning, a great time was had by all.  The 
kids were all busy and happy with the 
presents Santa left them and I was lucky 
enough to have my picture taken with him!  
(top of page). 
 
I hope you all have a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! 
 

Brother Jim McCulloch 
Junior Warden, Amity Lodge 

 

 From the Chaplain 
 
For those that were not in 
attendance, the following 
brethren were elected and 
appointed as officers for 2011. 

 

W. Brother Richard Reitz 

Worshipful Master 
 

Br. James McCulloch 

Senior Warden 
 

Br. Jonathan Voigt 

Junior Warden 
 

W. Brother Robert Meyer 

Secretary 
 

W. Brother David Bohnenkamp 

Treasurer 
 

Br. Kevin Clarke 

Senior Deacon 
 

Br. Brian Franse 

Junior Deacon 
 

W. Brother Paul Woodward 

Chaplain 
 

Br. Ruben A. Moreno 

Senior Steward 
 

Br. Daniel Flynn 

Junior Steward 
 

Br. Ralph Perry 

Marshal 
 

Br. Ernest Reitz 

Tyler 
 

The Installation of Officers ceremony will be on 

Sunday January 9, 2011 at 2PM.  Officers are 

asked to arrive at approximately 1:30PM.  This is 

a formal event so please dress appropriately… 

tuxedos or dark suits.  This is open to the public 

and officers are encouraged to invite friends and 

family.  A meal will be served afterwards.  See 

you then! 

 

W. Brother Richard Reitz 
Chaplain, Amity Lodge 

 

 

  



 

    

 

                        

 

 

 

Something to Ponder… 
 

As Christmas approaches, please remember 

those that are less fortunate.  Troubled 

times are upon us and there are many 

families that have been affected by the 

economy.  Let’s all dig in a little to help 

those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Especially brother Masons, their widows and 

orphans. 

 

In addition, Masons practice an even more 

frequent form of charity and that is toward 

their brothers.  This is seen by meeting on 

the level, regardless of wealth or station; by 

not taking offense to something said or 

done, and by not enhancing our own image 

at someone else expense.  These are cores 

of character that all Masons should 

embrace. 

 

Plan to attend Amity’s Installation of Officers 

on Jan. 9th.  This ceremony is open to all as 

well as non-masons.  Support these men 

who will work to enhance the image of 

Masonry and Amity Lodge in particular.   

Our lodge has made great progress the last 

few years and there is no reason to believe 

that won’t continue with the fine corps of 

officers that will take over in 2011. 

 

In closing I would remind you that there 

have been many great men that were and 

are Masons; however, the most important 

one is you. 

 
Brother Pete Santoro 

Worshipful Master, Amity Lodge 

 
 

 The Lambskin 
 
It is not ornamental, the cost is not great,  
There are other things far more useful, yet truly I 
state,  
Though of all my possessions, there's none can 
compare,  
With that white leather apron, which all Masons 
wear.  
 
As a young lad I wondered just what it all meant,  
When Dad hustled around, and so much time was 
spent  
On shaving and dressing and looking just right,  
Until Mother would say: "It's the Masons tonight."  
 
And some winter nights, she said: "What makes 
you go,  
Way up there tonight thru the sleet and the snow,  
You see the same things, every month of the 
year."  
Then Dad would reply: "Yes, I know it, my dear."  
 
Forty years I have seen the same things, it is true.  
And though they are old, they always seem new,  
For the hands that I clasp, and the friends that I 
greet,  
Seem a little bit closer each time that we meet."  
 
Years later I stood at that very same door,  
With good men and true who had entered before,  
I knelt at the altar, and there I was taught  
That virtue and honor can never be bought.  
 
That the spotless white lambskin all Masons 
revere,  
If worthily worn grows more precious each year,  
That service to others brings blessings untold,  
That man may be poor tho surrounded by gold.  
 
I learned that true brotherhood flourishes there,  
That enmities fade 'neath the compass and 
square,  
That wealth and position are all thrust aside,  
As there on the level men meet and abide.  
 
So, honor the lambskin, may it always remain  
Forever unblemished, and free from all stain,  
And when we are called to the Great Father's 
love,  
May we all take our place in that Lodge up above. 
 

 
Submitted by, 

 
Brother Jonathan Voigt  

Amity Lodge 

***   REMINDER   *** 
 

Please plan on attending our 

Installation of Officers Ceremony. 

Sunday, January 9, 2011  

2PM @ Amity Masonic Lodge 
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   1 
 

Stated meeting  
7 pm 

2 3 4 
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Stated meeting  
7 pm 
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Address Correction Requested 

AMITY LODGE # 472 

181 W. Washington St. 

West Chicago, IL  60185 

Calendar of Events for December 2010 
      

 


