
 
 
 

                                                               

 

 From the East 

 
I recently traveled to Batavia to 
attend a Third Degree put on by 
Unity Lodge; after all, Third 

Degrees are always fun and enjoyable.  But just two days 
prior, I received a phone call informing me that they were 
short a Junior Warden.  Well, there was my chance to finally 
help out and give back to some of the Brothers that have 
helped us in the past.  As I drove up to the lodge I noticed 
there was a large turnout for this degree and wondered who 
it was that was being raised.  Inside I saw several Brothers I 
knew and said hello.  As I looked around I started to notice a 
large number of fancy jewels… in fact, they looked like 
Grand Lodge jewels to me.  Well it turned out they were.   
 
Grand Lodge Officers from Illinois and Wisconsin were in 

attendance.  Now I did it!  There, I was in front of a very 

proficient audience and I have a hard time remembering 

what I had for breakfast!  Need I say the sweat was pouring 

out of me?  Just before we got started I noticed a fellow I 

knew but couldn’t place him.  So rather than trying to fake it, 

I went up to greet him and professed my ignorance.  As 

soon as he told me his first name I immediately knew who 

he was; Brian Morra, a gentleman with whom I worked a 

short time be fore I left the railroad.  At the time he was fairly 

new, however, he was always very good at his job and I 

always enjoyed the few times we worked together.  I turned 

out Brian was the candidate.  That made my day.  His father 

is a Grand Lodge Officer in Wisconsin.  What a great time I 

had.  This is the reason it pays to visit other lodges.  And by 

the way, I didn’t make any mistakes — believe it or not. 
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Officers  
 

Worshipful Master:  Peter Santoro  

Senior Warden: John MacNerland 

Junior Warden: James McCulloch 

Treasurer: Paul Woodward 

Secretary: Robert Meyer 

Senior Deacon: Jonathan Voigt 

Junior Deacon: Kevin Clarke 

Senior Steward: Larry Bowman 

Junior Steward: Brian Franse 

Marshall: Ralph Perry 

Chaplin: Richard Reitz 

Tyler: Ernest Reitz  
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Another recent event for those of you that don’t 
know, we had a dinner dance in harmony with 
our downstairs neighbor Tango Argentina.  You 
would not believe what a wonderful evening it 
turned out to be.  We were warmly greeted by 
Marie and her husband Ruben with appetizers 
and soft drinks.  There were two couples on the 
floor dancing as we were finding our way around.  
These couples were definitely not Entered 
Apprentices.  They knew their way around the 
dance floor.  Shortly after we got settled 
professional instructors Tim and Kathie gave us 
a demonstration.  Then it was everyone up and 
on the floor.  If you can put one foot in front of 
the other to walk these two can teach you to 
dance.  It all started with how to stand, how to 
hold your partner. And practice rhythm steps.  In 
just a few minutes we were all dancing around 
the floor.  Admittedly, I did step on my wife’s toes 
but she was able to walk out later under her own 
power.  The most graceful couples from Amity 
were Norm and Sue Regits and Norm and his 
bride Terry Regits.  Bob and Wendy were no 
slouches either. 
 

Then Marie served a Buffet dinner.  This lady 
can not only dance – she can cook!  It is a 
wonder that her husband Ruben doesn’t weigh 
500 pounds.  After a wonderful dinner there was 
dessert.  Everything was home made and it was 
like being invited to their home.  I hope we do 
this again.  If you missed it — YOU MISSED IT.  
 

See you at Lodge! 
 

Brother Peter Santoro 
Worshipful Master, Amity Lodge 

 

 

Why the Secrecy? 
 

In the four years I’ve been a Mason, I think the 
question I hear the most is: ―Why secrecy?‖ I 
asked that same question when I was a 17-year-
old researching Freemasonry for a school report. 
I found a few answers that got me over my hang-
up. I have even better answers now. 

 
I should note that by secrets I mean things like 
the due guards, signs, tokens, wording of the 
ritual degrees and the specific words 
accompanying the symbols. Others have broader 
or even narrower views of what the secrets of 
Freemasonry are. That is a whole other topic I 
will probably discus sometime in the future. 

 Tradition: 

 

I heard a story in church once about a family 

that always cut their Thanksgiving turkey in 

half. They did each year routinely, never 

considering a different way. They didn’t know 

why, except that the generations-old family 

recipe said to. The mother finally got in touch 

with an older relative and asked her why the 

famous family recipe called for a halved turkey. 

It was simple; the older generation’s oven was 

too small to fit the whole turkey intact. 

 

Much of what we do in Freemasonry is like that, 

and it’s not necessarily bad. Masons before us 

kept secrets so we do too.  We’re not Supreme 

Court justices or astrophysicists, we’re a 

Fraternity and we don’t need to have reasons 

for why we do everything. Tradition provides 

consistency, a common bond and an identity for 

any group. 

 

Camaraderie: 

 

That being said, common secrets establish and 

strengthen relationships. I think that it’s an 

intuitive, human-nature thing. Playgrounds 

everywhere are full of little secret societies 

composed of grade-school kids who’ve made 

up their own name, secret passwords and 

handshakes. I did that as a kid and know of 

several other people that did too. 

 

Masons are like big kids who use these secrets 

to unite with Masons into the world’s largest 

brotherhood. 

  Continued on next page... 

 

 

A Very Special Thanks To: 
 

Brother Larry Bowman 
 

For without his hard work, Amity’s 

Trestle Board would have never 

existed! 
 



                        

 

 

 

 

Symbolism: 
 

Secrecy is a symbol in itself.  The process of 
obtaining Masonic knowledge is in many ways 
similar to the process by which human beings 
obtain spiritual knowledge. It follows the ask, 
seek, knock method described in the Bible and 
applicable to everybody. A person goes about 
his daily life of wake up, work, eat, socialize, 
raise family and sleep. At some point, he asks 
a question like: ―what am I here for?‖ or 
―what’s the point?‖ He then researches the 
issue by seeking new experiences like service 
or by reading books like scripture and 
philosophy. These activities provide the seeker 
with a strong background but having academic 
knowledge of how people have found meaning 
is not the same as finding it. Finally he 
―knocks‖ by turning his life to a higher cause or 
meaning. This transformation process is 
unique to each individual and cannot be 
described here. It’s my hope that those who 
read this are familiar with the process I’m 
speaking of. 
 

A person obtains the ―secrets‖ of Freemasonry 
in a similar fashion.  He asks a Mason for a 
petition, he seeks admission to lodge by 
getting his petition signed and balloted on and 
knocks at the door before entering the lodge 
room. 
 

In this sense the secrets of Masonry are not 
really secret, but are open to all who qualify 
and are willing to take the steps to obtain 
them. The secrecy of Freemasonry stands as 
a reminder that ultimate knowledge of things 
eternal cannot be handed out.  
 

Value 
 

Freemasonry is a holistic experience where 
the participant learns by doing, not just hearing 
or seeing. A person can’t appreciate 
Freemasonry merely by reading books. I 
remember fondly the experience I had while 
progressing through the degrees. What I’ve 
learned is of great value to me. I feel like if I 
were to speak of them in causal conversation 
that would devalue those things which I’ve 
learned. 
 

How we speak of things shows the respect we 
have for them. As a Mason, I find the secrecy 
my obligation requires me reminds me of how 
important those secrets are. 

 Other Things to Note: 
 
I should point out that there is nothing in 
regards to spiritual knowledge that 
Freemasonry holds a monopoly on. Women 
and others excluded from our ranks have plenty 
of other avenues to pursue higher metaphysical 
knowledge. The Masonic Fraternity retains the 
right to admit or deny whomever its members 
and tradition see fit. 
 
Personally, I keep Masonic secrets out of my 
conversations with non-Masons because I took 
an obligation not to reveal them. Keeping my 
integrity intact is more important than other 
reason I have to keep our secrets secret. 
 
I realize this is merely my opinion. As always, I 
welcome any other ideas from others. 

 
Brother Jonathan Voigt  

Senior Deacon, Amity Lodge 
 
 
 

 
 

Past Masters’ Dinner 
 

 

 

Saturday, October 16, 2010 

Amity Lodge 

181 W. Washington Street 

West Chicago, IL 60185 
 

 

Fellowship @ 6PM 

Dinner @ 7PM 
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Stated meeting  
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Past Masters’ 
Dinner 7 pm @ 
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West Chicago, IL  60185 
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